Navpadji Oli                                                    (compilation by Vijay Doshi)
Navpadji Oli is a an important “Parva” (festival), a meritorious religious celebration in jain religion. 

Navpadji Oli parva  is celebrated twice in a year in the months of Chaitra and in the month of Ashwin. In the both these months, people celebrate  for nine days each, starting from the seventh day and ending on the fifteen day of the respective month. (From Chaitra sud saatam to poonam & from Aaso sud saatam to poonam).These days are considered everlasting in time cycle “Shaaswat” according to our scriptures.  The Navpadji Oli is characterized by the rituals of Meditations, “Dev vandan” and equanimity accompanied by the penance of Ayambil, where the follower takes one meal a day, consuming only boiled food items without any oily substances and/or  spices except for Salt and Pepper if desired, during these 9 days. The reason behind such austere discipline allows observance of “Ras Tyaag” penance.
Some follow the rituals worshipping of “Siddha Chakra” during these days. On a chauki or small table of wood or stone or on a plate of silver, generally a circle is described which is divided radially into 8 chambers. In these chambers are written, either the the words or less frequently drawn the  images of siddha (N), Acharya (E), Upadhya (S) and Sadhu (W) and the words Darshan (NE), Jnan (SE), Charitra (SW) and Tapa (NW) in their proper order as indicated, and in the center,  the word Arihanta or its image is written. During this festive occasion, Puja is daily performed to all these padas of “Nav pad” collectively and each pada is also worshipped in turn, with special ceremonies and offerings for nine days. 

The ritual is color-symbolized for each of the nine “Padas” in Nav pad assembly. They are as follows (1) White-Arihanta (2) red-Siddha (3) yellow- Aacharya (4) green-Uapadhyay (5) black-Sadhu, for the first five “Parmesthis” and (6) to (9) all white for “Darshan, Jnaan, Charitra and Tapa. Rice is generally used for white, gram for red, wheat for yellow, pulse for green and black pulse for black. 
On the last day, "Navapad" Puja is performed with a great enthusiasm before the Siddha Chakra Mandal, with singing and offerings and Prakshaal consisting of pure water and Saffron. The worshipper observes special fast known as Aayambil for the whole period. 
This Oli Tapa is performed nine times, i.e., for 4.5 years or for 9 years by those who celebrate it only once a year. Its completion, “Ujavanu” is celebrated with great pomp and expense to express the inner joy and thereby acquire the full merit of the Tapa.

The stories of Shripal and Mayanasundari are remembered to inspire the true observance of the “Oli Parva”.              
